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Grape Discovery  

Center Update  
     The sound of hammers, saws and construction equip-

ment has started to buzz at 8305 West Main Road (Rt 20) 

in Westfield, home of the future Grape Discovery Center.  

     After months of architectural design work by R. W. 

Larson Associates, consultations, testing and other pre-

liminaries, the future Associationôs Grape Discovery  

Center has taken a concrete step forward with implemen-

tation of Phase I of the project.   G. L. Olson, Inc. of 

Dewittville is the General Contractor for the project.    

Olson was the builder of the Roger Tory Peterson Center 

in Jamestown and has been in business in the area for 

over 50 years. 

     Dave Momberger, CGBHA Grape Discovery Center 

project building chair, explained Phase I: ñThis is the 

renovation of the building.  Right now what people are 

going to see is some exterior renovation work.  There is 

going to be a lot of interior work that will occur on part of 

the existing structure.ò 

     Dave notes that Phase I of the project was made possi-

ble with the help of Senator Cathy Young and the New 

York State Upstate Revitalization Capital Investment 

Fund.  ñWeôre encouraged by the progress and weôve got 

a ways to go,ò Dave told the local press.  ñItôs how much 

momentum we can continue to carry to finish it off, and 

that will determine our future schedule for this.  We think 

we have the momentum.ò 

     Phase II, Dave explains, will consist of furnishing the 

interior of the building, including adding exhibits, retail 

spots, and grape product and wine tasting opportunities.  

There is no firm schedule when Phase II will be con-

cluded and the Center can open.  People are working on 

obtaining additional grants and private funding to help 

fund the completion of the project. 

     CGBHA President Helen Baran also commented to the 

press emphasizing that ñthe Grape Discovery Center will 

also be able to showcase the other assets of the region and 

activities and attractions that will interest the many people 

that stop to tour the new center.ò  Helen add, ñfrom Silver 

Creek to Harborcreek, the Grape Discovery Center should 

become a popular and busy attraction.ò 

      No doubt this is a milestone for the Board of Directors 

and all members of the Concord Grape Belt Heritage   

Association.  There is a great deal of support for the pro-

ject from the Village and Town of Westfield and from 

throughout the grape belt.  And a great deal of support 

will be needed to complete the project.  Andy Dufresne 

Blueprints and construction documents prepared for contrac-

tor  bidding were the results of months of planning and  

consultations between the Concord Grape Belt Heritage  

Association and  R. W. Larson Architects of Jamestown. 

Like any ñfixer upperò project, there is a certain amount of    

demolition that occurs before the reconstruction takes place -     

the old glass windows have come out to make way for a more 

energy efficient and attractive outer façade. 
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   ____________________________________________ 

Membership Update 
    Thanks to all of you that have already sent in your 

2010 membership!  Enclosed are your 2010 Member-

ship Decals.  Please put them on windows or your busi-

ness, home, vehicle etc. 

     Congratulations to new members and to those that 

have reached the Vine Level of Membership with $150 

of accumulated lifetime contributions.  Vine Level 

members receive a metal display sign.  We hope to  

deliver your new sign in the near future. Be creative 

and show it off proudly. 
 

New Members Reaching the Vine Level   
Melvin & Judith Allen, Westfield 

Christine & Christopher Britt, North East 

Chautauqua County Visitors Bureau 

Doug DeVore, North East 

David & Beebe Eggert, Westfield 

Donald & Margaret Keough, Ripley 

Peter Loretto, North Collins 

David Maille, Harborcreek 

Jeffrey Maynard, North East 

John & Cynthia Morehead, North East 

Paul & Mary Ann Myers, Westfield 

North East Community Fair, North East 

Edward & Margaret Sunday, Brocton 

Don & Theresa Warner, Forestville 

VisitErie, Erie 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 Presidentõs Corner  

  by Helen Baran  

 
   At last -  you will see progress at the site of 

the Grape Discovery Center!  Right now the 

building looks like a bombed out shell but we 

should see some changes soon.  I am thankful 

that the contractor is  willing to work in this 

cold weather.  

    Our major concern right now is to be able 

to continue Phase I work into Phase II which 

will be to design and implement the displays 

and other parts of the center.  Eventually we  

hope to be able to expand and utilize the en-

tire building to tell the story of the Concord 

Grape Belt in its entirety.  

     How will we be able to see the project 

through to its completion?  We will have to 

raise funds to complete the project.  We an-

ticipate a fund raising event coming up soon 

and we are also applying for grants -  -  re-

membering Senator Schumerõs comment of 

òcount me in.ó  However, we will have to ask 

others to come forth to add to the funds that 

Senator Young secured for us to purchase the 

site and get the Phase I work underway.  

    Memberships are important to seeing the 

completion of our vision of the Discovery Cen-

ter.  Please talk to your neighbor, processors, 

villages and towns to be sure that they are 

members.  Urge them to join and to renew 

their current memberships.  

    The Concord Grape Belt Heritage Associa-

tion is moving along at ôgrapeõ speed and we 

are encouraged that we will have a destina-

tion for the grape industry and for our entire 

area -  from Silver Creek to Harborcreek.  As 

spring approaches I ask you to support this 

endeavor and to also take a ride and look at 

the progress on the building.  

     I recall that a ômuseumõ for the grape  

industry has been a dream for over 40 years.   

It is about to take place.  Please be a part of 

it.  

 Thanks.      

  Helen Baran   



 

< Consultant Peter j. Smith, of Peter J. Smith & Company, 

Inc., Buffalo, New York, met with the Lake Erie Concord 

Grape Belt Heritage Area  Management Plan Commission 

and municipal leaders to discuss the process of developing 

a Management Plan for the Heritage Area as required by 

the New York Office of Parks, Recreation and Historical 

Preservation.  Work on the plan has been aided by the 

Town of Westfield and the New York State Department of 

State, Division of Coastal Resources, with funds provided 

under Title 11 of the Environmental Protection Fund.   

      

 

 

 

     In addition to meeting with the Planning Commission and 

municipal leaders, staff from the consulting firm have as-

sisted in gathering input from a number of different groups 

through ñFocus Groupò sessions.  In photo to right, a group 

of historians and museum directors discuss the heritage of 

the grape belt region, agriculture and community develop-

ment.  What is our story and how do we tell it is one of the 

parts of developing a Management Plan. 

 

 

 

 

< Another Focus Group discussed open space, recreation 

and environment.  A common theme of the focus groups 

was the identification of the things that make the Lake 

Erie Concord Grape Belt unique, the challenges facing the  

area in their topic of discussion, and the opportunities they 

see for the future.  Input from all the focus groups will be 

used in developing goals and strategies for the Heritage 

Area.  While the Pennsylvania part of the grape belt is not 

officially part of the New York Heritage Area, recognition 

of the shared heritage and challenges are incorporated. 

 

 

Lively discussion in the Economic Development  > 

and Tourism Focus Group workshop.  One of the 

goals of the New York State Heritage Area  

Program is to assist in the economic revitalization 

of the Heritage Area.  Focusing on strengths and  

opportunities for the area, recommendations for 

action are expected outcome of the plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

Developing the Lake Erie Concord Grape Belt  

Heritage Area Management Plan 


